
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 21 February 2012] 

 p5b-6a 
Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Colin Barnett 

 [1] 

MARGARET RIVER BUSHFIRES — KEELTY REPORT 

4. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the Keelty inquiry into the Margaret River bushfire, which was handed to the government 22 days ago, 
on 30 January. 

(1) When will the Premier release the report of the inquiry and give the people of Margaret River the 
answers they deserve? 

(2) Does the Premier support Lyndon Rowe’s comment that the state government needs to compensate 
fully those who are adversely impacted by the Department of Environment and Conservation’s actions? 

(3) If any agencies, in any way, mishandled the fire or made errors of judgement, will the Premier commit 
to immediate and full compensation to the victims? 

(4) Can the Premier give an assurance that DEC and the Fire and Emergency Services Authority received 
their full budget requests for firefighting in the 2011–12 budget round? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(4) The budget process is one of agencies, including DEC and FESA, putting in their requests. That does 

not mean that the requests will necessarily be approved, and as any member who has been in 
government will understand, the budget process is a process of ranking priorities both between agencies 
and within agencies and the like; as if a request deems that it must be met. 

Mr M. McGowan: It’s an interesting point, though, isn’t it? It’s important to know. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, it is not. I do not think it is an interesting point at all; it applies to every agency. 

Mr M. McGowan: It’s important to know in light of what happened. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: With respect to the first Keelty report, relating to the hills bushfires, this government is 
taking measures and a fire and emergency services commissioner will be established for Western Australia. The 
second Keelty report will be tabled later this week by way of a ministerial statement and the opposition will be 
given a copy two hours in advance. When I present that report and table it, I will provide a detailed response to 
the specific recommendations made by Mick Keelty and I will also outline some further measures that the state 
has taken beyond the Keelty recommendations. But alas, I will not comment on that report until it is tabled, and 
that will be later this week. 
 


